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Code Compliance: High Grass & Weeds
In an effort to build a safer and more attractive community, the City of Joshua has initiated more proactive enforcement of many City codes.  First and foremost, we want to be sure that property owners know the major code requirements, so that residents and property owners can be sure you stay in compliance. To this end, the City will begin highlighting the major code requirements each week in the City Page in an effort to educate residents on what each code means.

Spring time brings beautiful flowers, growing grass, and, unfortunately, unsightly weeds. So, spring is an appropriate time to highlight City requirements related to high grass and weeds. 

People often wonder: Why is the City concerned about grass and weeds on private property? The first thing people normally think of is that high grass and weeds are an unsightly eyesore that decreases the beauty and ambience of our neighborhoods, and can bring down property values.

What residents may not realize is that high grass and weeds can be dangerous too because tall grass also:

· Poses a fire hazard,

· Blocks visibility,

· Harbors rodents and snakes, and

· Contributes to pests like mosquitoes and chiggers

Joshua City Ordinances say that property owners are responsible for maintaining their lots, and that grass and weeds that average over 12 inches high are a violation.

To stay within Code, property owners should keep lots mowed to less than 12 inches. If your grass is taller than 12 inches, you may receive a certified notice to mow your yard and will have 10 days to complete the task.

If the lot is not mowed after 10 days, the City can hire a contractor to complete the job and charge the property owners for mowing costs and labor. If the City mows the property and the property owner fails to pay the bill, the City can place a lien against the property. Liens stay with the property and are assessed interest penalties until they are paid.

By far, the cheaper, most efficient and safest alternative is for owners to keep lots maintained so that they are less than 12 inches.
Free Day at the Land Fill for Joshua Residents

As part of the contract with IESI, Joshua residents will be able to dump bulk trash, brush and debris at the Turkey Creek Landfill twice each year. The first of the two dates has been scheduled for Friday June 11th and Saturday June 12th. Residents will need to take your city garbage collection bill with you in order to enter free of charge. A Community Clean Up will be held in the Fall, and a second free landfill day will be scheduled in the Winter. More information will be provided in the coming weeks.
Part Time Shelter help Wanted

The City of Joshua will be hiring for a part time attendant for the Animal Shelter. The position will be for 25 hours per week. For more information please visit the city website at www.cityofjoshuatx.us
Kittens Available for Adoption at the Animal Shelter
The Joshua Animal Shelter currently has several kittens that need a good home, and is expecting more kittens this week. Contact the Animal Shelter at 817-774-9450 for more information about adopting an animal from the shelter.

Board and Commission Opportunities Available

The City has vacancies on the Planning & Zoning Commission and on the Type B Economic Development and Parks Board. Contact City Secretary Mary Beth Thomas 817-558-7447 of citysecretary@cityofjoshuatx.us if you are interested in serving on either of these important City boards.
Upcoming Meetings and Events
Joshua Planning and Zoning Meeting June 7, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.

Joshua Type B Economic Development Board Meeting June 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Joshua Type A Economic Development Board Meeting June 14, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.

Joshua Regular City Council Meeting June 17, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.[image: image1]
